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scarce-defined authority, though many and most atrocious in-
stances of its exercise and abuse were related in my hearing.

These Zelators were bound to a very simple style of dress,
devoid of ornament or pretension; they may not even wear the
sword, mark of directly temporal or military authority. But in
compensation, each one bears in hand a long staff, which serves
the double object of official badge and instrument of chastise-
ment, much like the truncheon of our own policeman; this,
combined with downcast eyes, slow walk, subdued tone of
voice, the head-dress drawn cowl-fashion low over the forehead,
but without head-band, and a constant gravity of demeanour,
suffices to distinguish them at first sight from the ordinary
crowd. Of course, in their conversation, pious texts and ejacu-
lations, accompanied by the forefinger upraised every half-
minute at least, in season and out of season, to testify to the
unity of God, are even more frequent with them than among
the common faithful. Pacing from street to street, or unex-
pectedly entering the houses to see if there is anything incorrect
going on there, they do not hesitate to inflict at once, and
without any preliminary form of trial or judgment, the penalty
of stripes on the detected culprit, be he who he may; and
should their own staves prove insufficient, they straightway call
in the assistance of bystanders or slaves, who throw the guilty
individual prone on the ground, and then in concert with the
Zelator belabour him at pleasure. A similar process is adopted
for those whom negligence has kept from public prayer; the
Zelator of the quarter, accompanied by a band of the righteous,
all well armed with stout sticks, proceeds to the designated
dwelling, and demands an entrance, which no one dares refuse.
It is then a word and a blow, or rather many blows and few
words, till the undevout shortcomer is quickened into new fer-
vour by the most cogent of all & posteriori arguments. Should
he happen to be absent from home at the moment of the visit,
nay, sometimes even after the administration of the healing
chastisement, a pledge for future good conduct, as a cloak,
a sword, a head-dress, or the like, is taken from the house, nor
restored till several days of punctual attendance at the Mesjid
have repaired the scandal of past negligence, and proved the
sincerity of the conversion by its perseverance. But should
any rash individual attempt to resist force by force, he may be